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REMARKS: 

This application has been caxefiilly studied and amended in view of the Office Action 
dated April 1 1, 2007. Reconsideration of that action is requested in view of the following, 

As required in the Office Action, appropriate headings have been added to pages 1 and 3. 

Claim 18 has been canceled. Accordingly, the rejections of claim 18 are now moot. 

Claim 1 has been amended to define "a metal-wire-mesh composite sheet" (i.e., MCS) as 
being secured within at least one devolatilization orifice. In view of this amendment, claim 7 has 
been canceled. In addition, claims 5, 6 and 8 have been amended for consistency with parent 
claim 1. The dependency of claims 9-1 1 and 13-14 has been changed. Further, claim 13 has 
been amended to delete the "mixing" option. That option has now been defined in newly added 
claim 20. Claim 19 has been added which is similar to amended claim 9. 

It is respectfully submitted that parent claim 1 and its dependent claims are patentable 
over Guntherberg in view of Williams. Parent claim 1 relates to an apparatus for extruding 
thermalplastics which includes among its various features a metal-wire-mesh composite sheet 
(MCS) secured within at least one devolitilization orifice. The teaching of Guntherberg '463 is 
correctly reflected by Examiner Luk (item 8 of the office action). The Examiner's statement that 
Guntherberg 6 463 does not disclose an MCS (first sentence on page 4 of the office action) is also 
true. 
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Williams teaches cylindrical outer and inner forming tubes, both tubes having a plurality 
of radial drainage holes through the tube walls (e.g. coL 3, 1, 6-9), No MCS is disclosed, no hint 
to use an MCS is given. 

Pipper discloses a porous plate 6 attached to a venting orifice (e.g. col. 3, 1 , 51-52). No 
MCS is disclosed, no hint to use an MCS is given. 

Hold discloses a devoktilizing section comprising helical channels formed in the barrel 
(e.g. col. 1, L 61-63). Again, no MCS is disclosed, no hint to use an MCS is given. 

As described on page 1 of the present application various kinds of retention devices are 
known in the prior art which should prevent fine particles and extrusion material to be 
discharged through the devolatilization orifices of an extruder. Drainage holes, porous plates 
and helical channels as disclosed by Williams, Pipper and Hold are examples of such known 
retention devices. 

The MCS with which the devolatilization orifices are equipped according to the present 
invention axe not disclosed in any cited prior art. Furthermore, MCS are retention devices which 
differ significantly from drainage holes, porous plates and helical channels. The advantages of 
MCS over such perforated or slotted retention devices like drainage holes, porous plates and 
helical channels are clear from examples 3 (compared to 1 and 2) and 8 (compared to 4-7) of the 
present application. Nothing in Williams, Pipper and Hold gives any hint that MCS retention 
devices are much more useful than perforated or slotted retention devices to prevent fine 
particles and extrusion material to be discharged through the devolatilization orifices of an 
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extruder. Therefore, the present invention is not obvious from Guntheiberg '463 in view of 



Williams, Pipper or Hold. 



In view of the above remarks and amendments this application should be passed to issue. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Harold Pezzner 
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